
GRADUATION IS 
JUST UP THE ROAD



❖ Introductions

❖ Graduation Requirements

❖ High School GPA vs. Hope GPA 

❖ Senior Graduation Letters

❖ Standardized Testing

❖ College Applications

❖ Financial Aid

❖ Transcripts

❖ Key Resources

❖ Important Dates

TOPICS



COUNSELING STAFF
(Assigned to student based on their last name)

Student Last Name Assigned Counselor

A - B Mrs. Lisa Beauseigner

C - E Ms. Priscilla Powers

F - H Mrs. Krista Keefe

I - Ma Mrs. Lindsey Harris

Mb - Po Ms. Andie Whitfield

Pr - S Mrs. Kara Pinckney

T – Z Mrs. Tanya Willis

Counseling Clerk Mrs. Susan Seagle



(Assigned to student based on their last name)

Principal Gabe Carmona

Scheduling Coordinator Dr. Chris Davies, Assistant Principal

A – C Mrs. Julie Speeney, Assistant Principal

D - I Dr. Stephen McClure, Assistant Principal

J - N Mrs. Shannon Lawson, Assistant Principal

O - S Dr. Lorilyn Harrell, Assistant Principal

T - Z Mr. Ben Bredeson, Assistant Principal

Administration Staff



GA HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

▪ 4 Units of English

▪ 4 Units of Mathematics

▪ 4 Units of Science

▪ 3 Units of Social Studies

▪ 3 Units of Career/Technology and/or World Language and/or Fine 

Arts

▪ 1 Unit of Health & Physical Education

▪ 4 Units of Electives (minimum)

 A total of 23 Units

NOTE: World Language (Foreign Language) is not required for 

graduation BUT is required for acceptance into a 4-year College or 

University in Georgia.

Students must have a minimum of the 

following number of credits to be 

promoted: 

• From 9th to 10th grade- 5 credits

• From 10th to 11th grade- 11 

credits 

• From 11th to 12th grade – 17 

credits



SUBJECT 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

ENGLISH

4 credits

9th Lit/Comp

Honors 9th Lit/Comp

World Lit/Comp

Honors World Lit

American Lit/Comp

Honors Am. Lit

AP Language

Multicultural Lit

Honors Multicultural Lit

Advanced Comp

AP Literature

MATHEMATICS

4 credits

Foundations of Algebra

GSE Algebra I

GSE Honors Algebra I

GSE Geometry

GSE Honors Geometry

GSE Algebra II

GSE Honors Algebra II

Pre-Calculus

Statistical Reasoning

AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus BC

AP Statistics

SCIENCE

4 credits

Biology

Honors Biology

Chemistry

Honors Chemistry

Environmental Science

Physical Science

Physics

Honor Physics

AP Chemistry

Chemistry II

Forensic Science

Zoology

Honors Zoology

AP Biology

Chemistry II

AP Chemistry

AP Environmental Science

AP Physics

SOCIAL STUDIES

3 credits

Geography counts as an 

elective credit, not one of the 

required Social Studies courses

World History

Honors World History

AP World History

US History

Honors US History

AP US History

Personal Finance & 

Economics (0.5)

Honors Personal Finance & 

Economics

AP Microeconomics

---------------------------

Government (0.5)

Honors Government

AP Government

Math Support Courses:  In addition, some students may have also completed mathematics support courses. Support classes 

typically count as elective credits, not math credits.

NPHS Courses



SUBJECT 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

HEALTH / PERSONAL 

FITNESS

1 credit

Health (0.5 credit)

Personal Fitness

(0.5 credit)

Other PE courses can be taken for 

elective credit, but are not 

required.

Other PE courses can be taken for 

elective credit, but are not 

required.

Other PE courses can be taken for 

elective credit, but are not 

required.

CTAE, World Language, 

and/or 

Fine Arts

3 credits

• Students must complete three credits, preferably in one pathway (a set sequence of three 

courses).

• Each CTAE cluster at NPHS offers at least one pathway. 

• Pathways can also be completed in World Language or Fine Arts.

• Many students will have an opportunity to earn more than one pathway.

Must have at least three (3) 

FULL credits

ELECTIVES

4 credits Elective courses include additional physical education courses, additional academics courses, and 

additional CTAE/World Language/Fine Arts courses (beyond the minimum credits noted in the 

other sections of this chart)

Must have at least four (4) 

credits

TOTAL TO GRADUATE

23 credits

Students must earn the correct minimum number of credits in order to receive a Georgia High 

School Diploma. In Paulding County, students have the opportunity to earn at least seven (7) 

credits per year, making it possible to earn a total of 28 credits during their high school career. 

These extra courses should enable students to pursue additional interests through our elective 

courses/programs.

Less than 23 credits?

Attend summer school or 

come back the next fall 

semester.

JROTC Substitution:
The Health and Personal Fitness courses can be replaced by three (3) credits of JROTC.

Is a World Language Required to Graduate?
Taking a World Language course is NOT required for graduation, but students who wish to gain admission to a four-year 

college/university must complete two (2) units of the same World (foreign) Language.



HOW TO READ 
PCSD 

TRANSCRIPTS 

• Two GPA’s, Numeric and 4.0 GPA

• Class Rank is based on the Numeric GPA

• High school courses taken in middle school, will be the first listed under 

Grade 09

• Semester Grades, Unweighted and Weighted are posted under “Mark”

• “Weight” indicates how much the course was worth in terms of credits

• “Credit” shows the credit earned

• If the class was passed, the Credit number should match the number 

indicated under Weight

• If the class was failed, the Credit will be recorded as a zero.

• Credit Summary is the total number of credits attempted and earned.



TRANSCRIPTS

Transcripts are available for viewing at any time in your 
Infinite Campus Account. 

You should become familiar with your transcript 
and view it often.

           You should become familiar with your GAFutures Transcript. 

                This is how you will find your HOPE GPA.



YOUR GRADE POINT AVERAGE 
(GPA)

HIGH SCHOOL GPA

• Average of the final grades in every class taken for high 

school credit

• Will include weighted points awarded for rigor in Honors, 

AP, and/or DE courses

• Used to determine class rank, honor graduate status, and 

any other local use of GPA

• This is the GPA that colleges will use for admissions 

purposes

• This is also the GPA that most scholarship committees will 

use

• PCSD transcript will show your weighted and unweighted 

GPA on the 100-point scale and the 4.0 scale

HOPE GPA

• Determined by the GA Student Finance Commission 

using transcripts submitted by PCSD.

• Expressed on a 4.0 scale (at least a 3.0 to qualify for 

HOPE and 4 rigor courses as listed on the GAFutures 

website

• Average of your academic core, academic electives, and 

World Language grades

• Does not include high school credits completed in 

middle school

• Local weights for Honors, AP, and DE courses are 

removed (GSFC will add their own weights for AP and 

DE, not for Honors courses)

• Estimated HOPE GPA can be viewed by logging into 

your GAFutures account



IMPORTANT WEBSITE
WWW.GAFUTURES.ORG

❖ GAfutures (My GAfutures Account)

❖ GPA HOPE information

❖ HOPE Scholarship List of Rigorous Courses

❖ Must have SAT/ACT scores sent to GAFutures 

       to qualify for ZELL Miller Scholarship

❖ Must have 4 Rigorous Courses to qualify

❖ Some College Applications in Georgia

❖ Scholarships

❖ FAFSA and Financial Aid

❖ Financial Literacy

❖ And MORE

❖ See your Counselor if you cannot access your GAfutures account

❖ The 10-page document of approved rigor courses is found on the 

GAfutures website



NORTH PAULDING 
COURSES THAT MEET 

THE HOPE RIGOR 
REQUIREMENTS



WHAT NOW?
* Post-secondary options

    --Work-Force/Apprenticeship

    -- Military – ASVAB

    -- 2–year Technical College/Trade School

    -- 4–year College/University

* College Application Process

* Scholarships and Financial Aid

* Recommendation Letters - CollegeVine



WORKFORCE/APPRENTICESHIP

▪ On the job short term or long-term training

▪ Completion of an apprenticeship is generally 

associated with skilled labor

▪ Training can last 1-5 years, often paid

▪ These kinds of programs can lead to secure and well-

paying jobs without the need for any college expenses

Visit with professionals in the trade industry on September 

11th during the student/parent night beginning at 6pm.



MILITARY/ARMED FORCES

• High School Diploma is required

• Make contact with a branch recruiter

• Take the ASVAB

❑ The ASVAB will be administered at NPHS on October 10th 

❑ Sign up using this link https://forms.gle/7cnw9zHjmSbbFgHYA

or the QR code

❑ Report to the Media Center by 9:30am on Oct. 10th

Visit with recruiters on September 11th during the 

student/parent night beginning at 6pm.

https://forms.gle/7cnw9zHjmSbbFgHYA


2-YEAR TECHNICAL COLLEGE/TRADE 
SCHOOL

Visit with technical college admission representatives on 

September 11th during the student/parent night beginning at 6pm.

Typically 

completed 

in 2 years or 

less

Certificate or 

Diploma 

programs Career 

Focused

Examples of Jobs:

  Welding

  Construction

  Cosmetology

  Automotive

  HVAC

  Electrician

  Carpenter

  Dental Assistant



4-YEAR COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY

Visit with college admission representatives on September 11th 

during the student/parent night beginning at 6pm.

Check college websites for 

most updated requirements 

and information

University System of GA test optional Info:

    The University System of GA. continues the 

temporary waiver of test score requirements for 

Academic year 2024-2025 admission at 23 of the 

26 USG institutions. The temporary waiver does 

not apply to the Georgia Tech, the University of 

Georgia, or Georgia College and State University

Typically have higher 
admission requirements

On average it takes 
students four years to 

complete

Students work toward a 
Bachelor’s Degree

SAT/ACT test scores 
may be required 

depending on GPA

Many 
colleges/universities 

calculate their own GPA 
based solely on 

academic core courses



TESTS YOU MAY NEED

• Determine which post-secondary test is right for your 

college or career choice.  SAT

 ACT

 ACCUPLACER

 ASVAB

IF YOU HAVE NOT SIGNED UP TO TAKE A TEST….

• Is it required for admissions?

• If so, DO THIS SOON! 

• Links for these standardized tests can be found on our 

counseling website at https://gonphs.weebly.com/

• College application Deadlines will be approaching soon! 



COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TESTING

SAT 

• Register online at SAT.ORG

• $60 

• Send scores to 4 colleges free on 

test day! $14 per additional report

ACT

• Register online at ACT.ORG

• $68

• Send scores to 4 colleges free on 

test day! $18 per additional report

***Choose a test date at least two months ahead of the college application 

deadline. Scores are usually returned 2-8 weeks after the test date.



COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

▪ Make a list of potential schools

▪ Review the Admission Requirements

▪ Review each school’s application process:

          Online application – Common Application

          Application Fee

     Send Transcript from GAFutures or Scriborder

     Send Test Scores from Testing Agency

     Recommendation Letters 

           

POINTS TO CONSIDER

✓Programs and majors offered

✓Campus Size and location

✓On-campus activities, 

organizations, sports

✓Cost: tuition, financial aid, 

scholarships

Complete a SENIOR PROFILE, which is found on the counseling website or can be picked up 

in the counseling offices, and turn in to your counselor OR look for an email from 

CollegeVine to complete a “Brag Sheet”, which will then be sent to your counselor



ATHLETES

➢ If you are an athlete and planning on playing for an 

NCAA or NAIA sanctioned school, you must register 

with the clearing house in order to establish athletic 

eligibility.  You must apply, pay the registration fee, and 

submit your high school transcript and test scores to 

NCAA and/or NAIA. You can find more detailed 

information on our website at 

http://gonphs.weebly.com/ 



FINANCIAL AID 101
➢ School Specific Scholarships

Information on the college/university website watch for deadlines

➢ Scholarships
Information on the counseling website: check back often as it is continually 

being updated

➢ GSFAPPS
Application (3-5 minutes to complete) found on GAFutures.org. If you are 

attending a 4-year school, complete this application for HOPE/ZELL Miller 

Scholarships.

Application will open on September 11th at 9:00am and will be mobile friendly

➢ FAFSA
* The FAFSA is free to complete and is scheduled to open sometime in 

December
Look for the Financial Aid TAB on the NPHS Counselors website, you will find links to 

a series of videos on how to complete the FAFSA and much more



REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS
Transcript requests are made one of two ways

▪ In-State requests are made online through your GAFutures account

▪ Out-of-State requests are made online through Scriborder

▪ Once you make a request, allow a few days for the college to receive and download the transcript

▪ A detailed description of how each of these requests are sent can be found on the counseling website under 

“TRANSCRIPTS AND RECORDS”

https://gonphs.weebly.com/

INITIAL VS. FINAL TRANSCRIPT
▪ When you apply to a college, you will request your initial transcript. This will usually include grades through the end of your 

junior year.

▪ Some colleges may require that you submit a mid-year transcript in January of your senior year to see your grades from the first 

semester of your senior year. If you completed the Common Application, we automatically send this.

▪ After graduation, your college will expect you to submit a final transcript. This final transcript will include your grades from 

spring semester of your senior year and your date of graduation.



SENIOR CONTACT INFORMATION

✓ If you have not already done so, scan this 

QR code and complete the form. 

✓ Do not use the PCSD email. Use an email 

address you check regularly

✓ If you do not have a phone, you can send 

an email to your counselor with your last 

name, first name, and email address



SENIOR GRADUATION LETTER

THIS IS A GUIDE TO MEETING GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS AND IS MANDATORY

THIS IS A 3-PAGE DOCUMENT LISTING GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS, THE REMAINING COURSES 

NEEDED TO GRADUATE AND PROJECTED PLANS AFTER HS

The SENIOR GRADUATION LETTER is completed using DocuSign

Beginning on September 12th  you will receive the document

Listed are the specific courses remaining for you to meet graduation requirements

Review your HOPE rigor and add your plans for post high school

Review the spelling of your name on the Diploma Verification Form

It will then be sent to a parent/guardian. They will review all 3 pages, initial and sign

It is then sent back to your counselor who will sign. You and 

your parent will then receive a final copy from Docusign



MANDATORY SENIOR 
GRADUATION LETTER DUE DATE

Due Date for student 

and parent signatures

September 22nd, 2023



Diploma 

Verification Form

Senior Graduation 

Letter

Senior Graduation 

Letter

Page 2

• Graduation Requirement Chart/Rigor

Very important - 2 credits in the same World 

Language must be earned to be admitted some two 

and all four-year colleges and universities. 

• Choose Your Next Step

• List 3 careers you are interested in 

  You can access your YouScience Results in IC

Courses Listed are courses needed 
to graduate

Pathway completion is documented

• Review the spelling of your name. 

• This is how your name will look on your 

diploma. *Please note that we cannot 

change your birth name on the 

diploma, only correct for misspellings

• If any changes need to be made, print 

changes in the boxes provided



SENIOR 
BRIDGE BILL

SENIOR 
DUES

➢ All seniors must pay Senior Dues.

➢ Senior Dues are $85. 

➢ Senior dues cover the cost of the Graduation 
Ceremony, the Senior T-Shirt, the Senior 
Breakfast & the Senior Picnic. 

➢ They do not cover the cost of the Cap and Gown. 

➢ To pay senior dues please go to RevTrak. 
➢ Link and more information can be found on the 

SENIOR page of the counseling website

➢ Deadline for paying senior dues is April 1, 2024

This is a State 

Mandated activity, 

which all seniors will 

need to complete 

before graduation in 

May. 

You will be 

completing this 

activity during 

advisement

If you have questions 

about this activity, 

please see your 

counselor

https://paulding.revtrak.net/


SENIOR PORTRAITS

CAP/GOWN
➢ Students will order their Cap and Gown 

through Herff Jones

➢ Use this link for a sneak peak on how to 
order your graduation products

https://vimeo.com/859538666?share=copy

Students must register for their 

individual appointment at one of the 

Cady Studio locations. 

All seniors must have their Senior Portraits 

taken by November 15 if you want to choose 

your picture for the Yearbook

Appointments book fast

You can create an account and schedule 

your appointment at 

http://cadystudios.com/

More information can be found by visiting the 

SENIOR page of

the counseling website at https://gonphs.weebly.com/

https://vimeo.com/859538666?share=copy
http://cadystudios.com/


STUDENT/PARENT NIGHT

**Mark your calendar for our Student/Parent 

Night
❖    

❖ Coming September 11, 2023, from 6:00-8:00pm

❖ Agenda for the evening

1. Mini-College Fair – meet college representatives, military and 

trade professionals

1. Mr. Ben Meadows, a representative from the Georgia Student 

Finance Commission, will be the guest speaker reviewing 

Financial Aid

2. Important Presentation from the NPHS Counselors regarding 

your students Senior Year 

Speak with representatives from:

Air Force

Air National Guard

Berry

Chattahoochee Tech

Clayton State

GA College & State University

Georgia Tech

GA Highlands

Georgia State University

Jacksonville State University

Kennesaw State University

Life University

Oglethorpe University

Reinhardt University

University of North GA

West Georgia

CW Matthews

Mechanical Contractors of GA

Wellstar

AND MORE



Probe College Fair
Paulding County High School

Craton Gym

Tuesday, October 3rd

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Meet with college and university 

representatives from around the 

world.

RegisterProbe.com

There is no charge to attend; however, pre-

registration is required



NPHS Counseling Website

www.gonphs.weebly.com

KEY RESOURCES

NPHS Website

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Domain/38

PCSD Counseling Website

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/counseling

GAFutures Website

https://www.gafutures.org/

GAFutures
PSCD 

Counseling
NPHS

NPHS 

Counseling



COUNSELING WEBSITE 
RESOURCES

Advisements

& FAQ’s
RESOURCES

TESTING AND 

SCHOLARSHIPS

College 

Knowledge

ALL INFORMATION CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON Our CANVAS PAGE

“NPHS Advisement Grade 12th”

Check out Information on

College Fairs
College Open Houses

Free Application Weeks
Virtual College Tours

✓ Counselor Information

✓ CTAE/Fine Arts Info

✓ New Student Info

✓ How to Send 

Transcripts & Records

✓ Tutoring Schedules

✓ Virtual Students



STAY INFORMED

• INFINITE CAMPUS – Access to 

grades and transcripts

• NPHS NEWSLETTER – Sent out to 

parents every Friday

• EMAIL – Watch your emails from 

NPHS for current information 

• INSTAGRAM – Follow 

the NPHS counselor 

Instagram page for 

updated information

• CANVAS – Sign up for 

the NPHS advisement 

grade 12 for all the 

latest information

• COUNSELING WEBSITE – SENIOR PAGE

For upcoming events and 

important dates

• APPOINTMENT – 

Make an appointment 

with your counselor-

Link on Counseling 

Website/ QR Code 

posted around school

Sign up for Remind Announcements

Send a text to 81010 with the message @NPHS-2024





HOW SCHOOL COUNSELORS CAN HELP

Academic Planning and Support

• College and Career Planning

• Dual Enrollment

• Advisement & Course Selection

Social and Emotional Support of Students

• Helping with Personal Issues, Family 

Dynamics, Problems with Friends, 

Social Interactions, etc.



KEY ADVICE!

Good Attendance Matters!

Give Your Best in Each Class!

Reach Out for Help When Needed!

Plan and Prepare to Be Successful!

Know Your Resources!



TO REVIEW
1. Make appointment for Senior Pictures with Cady Studios if you have not already done so

2. Review information for Senior Cap/Gown and Graduation Items

3. Pay Senior Dues

4. Complete the Senior Bridge Bill

5. Complete the Senior Letter through Docusign – requires parent signature

6. Familiarize yourself with GAFutures

7. Familiarize yourself with the NPHS Counselor Webpage 

8. Pay attention to the CANVAS and REMIND announcements/messages

9. Attend College Fairs if you are still undecided

10. Reference the NPHS Senior Timeline for Important Dates – Found on Senior webpage on the 

counseling website














	Slide 1: Graduation is Just up the Road
	Slide 2: topics
	Slide 3: Counseling Staff
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: GA High School Graduation Requirements
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: How to Read PCSD Transcripts 
	Slide 9: Transcripts
	Slide 10: Your Grade Point Average (GPA)
	Slide 11: Important Website www.GAfutures.org
	Slide 12: North Paulding Courses that Meet the HOPE Rigor Requirements
	Slide 13: What Now?
	Slide 14: WorkForce/Apprenticeship
	Slide 15: Military/armed forces
	Slide 16: 2-year Technical College/Trade School
	Slide 17: 4-year College/university
	Slide 18: Tests you may need
	Slide 19: College Admissions testing
	Slide 20: College Applications
	Slide 21: ATHLETEs 
	Slide 22: Financial aid 101
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Senior contact information
	Slide 25: Senior Graduation Letter
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: Student/Parent Night
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: KEY RESOURCES
	Slide 33: Counseling WEBSITE RESOURCES
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36: How School Counselors Can Help
	Slide 37: Key Advice!
	Slide 38: to review
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44

